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Statement  on  Public  Health  for  the  year  1946. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
of  Dorchester. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES.  Summary.  The  following  cases  (including 
non~-c iviliansT  were  notified:  - Diphtheria  1;  Erysipelas  2; 
Malaria  1$  Measles  3;  Pneumonia  (Acute  Primary)  3;  Puerperal 
pyrexia  3;  Scarlet  Fever  2;  Tuberculosis  (pulmonary)  11; 
whooping  Cough  32;  Total  58. 

Diphtheria.  One  case  occurred  in  March.  A Telephone  operator 
(female)  at  the  Post  Office  who  was  treated  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  This  case  was  mild  and  had  been 
immunised  when  a school  child.  The  noses  and  throats 
of  all  the  telephone  staff  were  examined  and  swabs 
taken.  This  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  two  other 
telephone  girls  who  were  carriers  and  they  were  also 
isolated  in  hospital. 

All  the  home-contacts  of  the  three  above  named 
persons  were  bae teriologically  examined,  which  led 
to  the  discovery  and  isolation  of  four  more  carriers. 
i No  further  cases  arose  in  connection  with  this  out- 

break, though  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  clearing  up  the  carrier  cases. 

In  September  a prisoner  in  H.M,  Prison  was  found  to 
be  a carrier  and  was  isolated  at  the  Weymouth  Borough 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Pneumonia  . Three  cases  were  notified,  all  made  a complete 
recovery , 

Puerperal  pyrexia.  Two  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  Dorset 
County  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Only  two  cases  were  notified  one  in  January,  the 

other  in  September.  They  were  not  associated  with  any 
particular  school  or  milk  supply. 

Tuberculo sis .Two  of  the  cases  were  imported  into  this  borough 

one  from  London  and  tho  other  from  Co.  Clare.  The 
others  comprise  7 males  (ages  24  to  50  years)  and 
2 females  ages  27  and  28  years. 

Whooping  Cough.  Thirty-two  cases,  mainly  mild,  distributed  over 
most  of  tho  borough,  chiefly  in  the  Victoria  Park 
area » 
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Scabies.  Sixteen  cases  were  treated  at  tho  Weymouth  Cleansing 
Station,  none  at  Dorchester  where  there  is  no  staff 
to  carry  out  this  work. 

IMMUNISATION  against  Diphthoria.  Clinics  for  the  Immunisation 
of  children  of  under  school  age  are  held  at  monthly 
intervals  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  Children  of 
school  age  are  immunised  at  the  Clinic,  Glydo  Path 
Road  under  tho  Borough  Scheme . During  the  year  90 
children  under  5 years  of  age  and  48  children  over 
5 years  of  ago  wore  immunised  at  the  Clinics. 
''Wellcome''  Diphtheria  Prophylactic,  Alum  Precipitated 
Toxoid,  was  used  in  all  cases,  in  doses  of  0,3c.c, 
and  0.5c.c.  with  four  weeks  interval. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Certain  promises  in  tho  Borough  are  still  being  used  as 
Government  Slaughter-houses  b3^  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  and  slaughte 
ing  now  takes  place  locally  for  tho  distribution  of  meat  to  the 
following  areas: - 

Dorchester  Borough,  Dorchester  Rural  District,  Portland, 
Swanago,  Waroham  Borough,  Wareham  Rural  District  and  Weymouth. 

Assistance  in  the  work  of  moat  inspection  has  been 
given  throughout  the  year  by  Inspectors  from  all  but  Wareham 
Rural  district  and  their  help  is  much  appreciated.  A Govern- 
ment Slaughter-house  is  established  in  tho  excepted  area,  and 
for  this  reason  no  local  help  has  been  requested. 

During  the  year  554  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Slaughter 
houses  and  14,808  animal  carcases  have  boon  examined,  as  follows: 


Bovinos  3,542;  Calves  3,919j  Sheep  6,766;  Pigs  457; 

Goats  124. 

The  undermentioned  quantities  of  moat  and  offal  have  been 
found  to  bo  unfit  for  human  food  and  consequently  condemned: - 


Beef 

Mutton 

fork 

Veal 

Offal 


64,371  lbs. 
1,073  !f 
2,079 
438  if 
54,417  ;l 


Total 


122,378  lbs. 


40  Tons  17  cwt,  1 qr.  18  lbs.  was  condemned  owing  to 
tuberculosis;  tho  remainder  was  unfit  owing  to  various  diseases. 
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ANIMALS  CARCASES  EXAMINED  - 1946 


Cattle 

Exclud-  Cows 

ing  Cows 

Dalves 

Sheep 
& Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1150 

2392 

3919 

6766 

457 

Number  inspected 

1150 

2392 

3919 

6766 

457 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 
Whole  carcases  condemn 

~ed . 

1 

12 

8 

14 

0-08% 

0 , 50% 

0.20% 

0.20% 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

199 

465 

145 

919 

49 

was  condemned. 

.7 . 33% 

15.25% 

3.69% 

13.58% 

10.72% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

13 

68 

1 

4 

condemned 

1.13% 

2 • 84% 

3.02% 

mm  mm 

e- 

co 
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Carcases  of  which  some 

197 

756 

7 

54 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

.7 . 13% 

31 . 60% 

3 . 17% 

-- 

11.81% 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act, 

1933. 

Seven  licences  to  slaughter  animals  under  the  above-named  Act 
have  been  issued  during  the  year. 


Unsound  Food 

Additional  food,  as  set  out  below,  was  found  to  be  unsound 
and  unfit  for  human  food  and  was,  therefore,  condemned  and  destroyed 


or  used  for  salvage 

purposes 

where 

possible : - 

Milk 

- 470  Tins. 

Bacon 

18  lbs. 

Margarine 

- 

39  lb 

Butter 

56  !! 

Meat 

— 

1607  fl 

Cheese 

7 5i 

Meat  Pies 

_ 

217  “ 

Chocolate 

28  » 

Oatmeal 

48  if 

C rump  e t s 

222  ;i 

Sausage  Rolls 

82  11 

Pish 

1760  ” 

Sugar 

_ 

32  " 

Fish  Cakes  - 

53 

Sweet  s 

— 

y y ll 

Flour 

15  ;i 

Vegetables 

— 

520  » 

Fruit 

285 

Total  weights 

5,066  lb 

s . or 

2 tens  5 cwt.  0 

qr . 

26  lbs. 
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Summary  of  Complaints  Received. 


4. 


Defective  condition  of  houses 
House  drainage 
Overcrowding 
Foul  accumulations 
Animals  kept  in  insanitary 
condit ions 

Rat  or  Mouse  Infestations 
Miscellane ous 


1 

1 

12 


71 


PAVEMENT  NUISANCES 

Considerable  annoyance  is  caused  to  persons  using  the  public 
pavements  and  roads  in  this  borough,  by  the  fouling  caused  by 
animals.  Motor  transport  has  almost  obviated  this  in  the  case 
of  Market  animals,  but  owing  to  the  disgusting  habits  of  the 
onormous  number  of  dogs  now  occupying  the  pavements  and  pathways 
this  nuisance  has  become  very  serious.  As  some  of  the  diseased 
meat  now  given  to  dogs  is  highly  tuberculous,  this  defilement 
by  dogs  acquires  a very  special  importance. 

WATER.  The  supply  of  piped  water  has  been  quite  satisfactory 
both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity.  The  water  is  derived 
from  a well  in  the  chalk,  chloraminated  and  pumped  to  reservoirs 
which  supply  the  whole  area.  The  water  is  very  hard  but  there  is 
no  public  water-softening  plant.  Over  100  samples  of  water  have 
been  bac toriologically  examined  during  the  year. 

About  100  houses  are  supplied  by  taps  outside  the  building. 

House  Drainage 

All  new  drainage  work  in  connection  with  both  Old  and  New 
Buildings  has  been  supervised,  examined  and  tested,  and  for  this 
purpose  59  visits  have  been  paid  to  various  premises  within  the 
Borough. 


House  Repairs 

During  the  year  58  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  in  certain  respects,  which  resulted  in  the  service  of 
58  informal  notices,  followed  in  38  instances  by  formal  notices 
under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

In  15  cases  the  requisite  work  has  not  yet  been  carried  out. 
In  two  instances  the  owner  has  thoroughly  re-conditioned  the  pro- 
perties and  has  converted  the  two  very  unsatisfactory  houses  into 
good  dwellings. 
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Infectious  Illness 


Nine  rooms  have  been  disinfected  during  the  year,,  and  in 
each  case  the  infected  bedding,  etc.,  has  been  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  for  steam  disinfection;  111  articles  have 
been  so  treated  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  11  other  lots  of  bedding  have 
been  treated  in  the  disinfector  following  arrangements  made  with 
the  owners  after  the  occurrence  of  non-not if iable  illnesses. 

Seventeen  notices  were  issued  to  school  superintendents 
concerning  the  exclusion  or  re-admission  of  scholars. 

Milk. 

In  an  endeavour  to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  milk 
is  produced  and  sold,  62  samples  of  milk  have  been  obtained  from 
various  establishments  together  with  40  samples  from  various  schools, 
and  forwarded  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  reports  thereon 
have  been  submitted  to  the  appropriate  Committee  who  then  gave 
instructions  as  to  the  action  to  be  taken. 

Under  the  milk  (special  designations)  order,  1936,  the 
following  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council*  - 

2 - For  bottling  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
1 - Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk, 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928. 

During  the  year  44  licences  for  the  keeping  of  Petroleum 
Spirit  were  dealt  with, one  of  which  was  in  connection  with  a transfer. 

Four  licences  for  the  storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  were 
also  renewed. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1957. 

No . on  ' No , of  No, of  written  No . of 

Register  Inspect  ions  Notices  occup ier s 

prosecuted 

Factories  (in  which  

Sections  1-4  & 6 are  101  19  3 Nil. 

enforced ) . 


Defects  found*- 

Found  Remedied 

Referred  by 
H.M. Inspector . 

1 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(unsuitable  or  defective)  - 

2 

2 

2 

C.D.  DAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Hoalth, 

7. Weymouth  Avenue, 

Dorchester, Dorset , 


